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OTHER EVENTS 
TO LOOK OUT FOR TODAY!

l“How Can We Say Yes To Good Safe Sex 
If . . .We Don’t Know How to Say No to 
Bad Sex?” 13.00-14.30, Hall L, Organized 
by The Pleasure Project

l“MSM/TG: An Unhappy Marriage, Hall 
F, 13.00-14.30, Organized by Asia Pacific 
Transgender Network

l “Guideline on a Method to Approach 
and Deliver an HIV Prevention Package in 
MSM,”  13.00-14.30, Hall E, Organized by 
Bureau of AIDS, TB and STIs, Department 
of Disease Control, MoPH, Thailand 
(BATS)

lOfficial ICAAP11 Opening Ceremony 
(for registered participants only)

Venue Hall A+B+C
    Cutural Show: 14.00-15.00

    Opening Ceremony: 15.00-16.20

QUOTE OF THE DAY: 

“Sign up for free SMS messages here!” 
“Oh, I thought you said MSM...Well, I want both.”

-Many Community ICAAP Participants

ASIA-PACIFIC VILLAGE 
OPENING, CEREMONY 

AND PARADE!!!

AP Village Opening:16.00-17.00
Parade: 17.00-18.00

Reception/Party: 18.00-22.00

First, join us at the Asia Pacific Village’s 
Main Stage for the Opening Ceremony 
with riveting performances by Gong 
Sabatchai and a variety of dance 
groups from 16.00-18.00. Then, it’s 
parade time! ICAAP cannot just be a 
meeting of delegates talking to each 
other. HIV/AIDS is about everyone! The 
Parade will take ICAAP out onto the 
streets and Bangkok will meet ICAAP. 
We will march together to Soi Cowboy, 
Soi 23, Sukhumvit Road, where there 
will be a reception and party!

WELCOME to the second edition of “Unheard Voices”, the Community daily newsletter at ICAAP11. Throughout the conference, 
our team of community volunteers will try to cover all the hot issues, all the fun activities, and all the heartbreaks. Make sure you 
pick up your copy every morning; if there’s been a rush and you missed out, you can always catch up by checking our facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/Icaap11CommunityEng. If you’d like to contribute an article, reflections, photos, please send to 

communityicaap11@gmail.com!

One day before ICAAP officially started, 
the Community was busy preparing. Over 
600 representatives spent the morning 
meeting people from their communities 
from other parts of Asia and the Pacific. 
Break out groups of sex workers, migrants, 
People Living with HIV, People who use 
drugs, women, transgenders, sex workers 
and youth, packed into overcrowded 
rooms, struggling to hear the words being 
said, but not failing to hear each others’ 
voices.  

PLHIV discussed issues of access to 
treatment, criminalisation and treatment 
as prevention. Asked for the main issue 
they responded that not withstanding 
the progress in treatment, the need  
for  treatment continues to grow and 
many of those receiving treatment 
are on suboptimal regimes with poor 
management because of lack of effective 
diagnostics”

Sex workers  disappeared into their room 
and reappeared carrying red umbrellas 
and big box of tricks. It would appear 
there is a surprise in store for all of us. But 
when asked about what they did in their 
group, a representative didn’t throw any 
light on this mystery. She did however 
reveal that the group had shared the  
impacts on sex workers of zero political 
will, zero legal reform and zero funding. 
For sex workers this most often translated 
into criminalization of sex workers, and 
the abusive practice by law enforcers of 
using condoms as evidence of sex work. 

The migrant group organized bi-lingual 

facilitation in their group as migrants and 
support groups do every day, though in 
reality multi-lingual translation would 
have been more appropriate, (as it 
would in most global settings too!).  For 
migrants, instead of universal health 
care there appeared to be universal 
discrimination in access to health services 
and access to treatment. Migrants were 
also concerned by the practice of having 
to undergo mandatory HIV tests before 
travelling overseas. Male migrants also 
reported facing difficulties when they 
carried condoms with them. If condoms 
were found in their luggage when 
arriving in certain countries, they faced 
interrogation on whether they were 
planning to sell sex.

In the afternoon, the community came 
back together to start tackling the three 
zeros collectively. David Traynor railed 
(his own words) against the inequity and 
injustice of global spending. While HIV/
AIDS programs are told to tighten their 
belts because of  the“resource constrained 
global economic environment, David told 
the participants, just one day suspension 
of military spending, just 24 hours,  would 
be enough to fill the gap needed to have 
comprehensive HIV programs globally. 
It is not true, he said emphatically, that 
there is not enough money.

Jonas Bagas, addressing zero political 
pointed out that although HIV should 
no longer be a death sentence, it still is 
for many populations who are politically 
powerless.  Jonas acknowledged that 
(continued on page 3) 

A Day Out With the Community
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VOICE OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

Swing by the Women Networking Zone!

Let us make sure that women and girls, especially those who 
belong to key affected communities, are not left out of the 
11th ICAAP and the Asia and Pacific region’s HIV response.
We invite supporters of women and girls’ human rights, both 
those participating in ICAAP11 and the general public, to 
come to the Women Networking Zone (WNZ) at the 
Asia-Pacific Village.

At the WNZ we will share, ask questions, discuss, make 
commitments on our WNZ commitment wall, and show 
solidarity for women’s issues. 

We believe that there is “No Getting to Zero without Women 
and Girls” and we have developed an exciting program with 
an entrance that is aptly designed to “stimulate” fruitful 
deliberations. Speakers and facilitators will include: Nukshi 
Naro of WAP+ and RD Marte. Look out for our program and 
updates on our Facebook Community Page “WOMEN and 
GIRLS at ICAAP 11”. The WNZ team at ICAAP 11 will also 
provide updates on twitter follow us at #WNZ.

For specific questions, please email wnz.icaap11@gmail.com

-Svenn Grant, Asia-Pacific Alliance

VOICE OF WOMEN

Join in AFAO’s Discussions on Strengthening 
HIV Policy and Advocacy Initiatives

AFAO (Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations) is excited 
to join ICAAP11!  We see political commitment as one of the 
key issues for strong HIV responses. On Wednesday at 13.00 in 
the AP Village, Meeting Room 2, AFAO will share the process 
of how the UN Political Declaration was utilized for policy and 
advocacy work in Australia – come join us to discuss how that 
process might be applied in different contexts in Asia and the 
Pacific. 

HIV financing is also a critical issue, and AFAO is partnering with 
APCASO (Asia Pacific Coalition of AIDS Service Organisations) 
to share and discuss lessons from working with civil society in 
4 countries to strengthen advocacy on investment approaches 
(Weds, 10.30-12.30, AP Village Regional Zone) and a skills 
building workshop on investment approaches (Weds, 13.15-
16.15 Hall L). 

AFAO is also pleased to share a Special Edition of our “HIV 
Australia“ magazine focusing on MSM and transgender people 
in Asia and the Pacific - you will find a copy in your delegate 
pack. We hope the edition adds to the discussion and debate 
on MSM and transgender issues at ICAAP11. AFAO is also 
partnering with APCOM (Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual 
Health) for a advocacy skills building workshop and a satellite 
session on city based approaches for MSM and transgender 
people on Thursday – see the APCOM PLAY Guide for details. 
-Chris Connelly, AFAO

Great turnout at the Migrant Breakout Session of the Community Forum, where language barriers and discrimination against HIV+ migrants in hospitals 
were among the many issues discussed.

VOICE OF SEX WORKERS

Sex Workers Face Regressive Laws

New laws have proven to be regressive in preventing incidences 
of HIV among sex workers instead of being progressive. For 
example, in Thailand there is a law that requires sex workers 
to use condoms 100% of the time. However, if a sex worker 
is caught carrying condoms, then these condoms can be 
used as evidence against them of committing a criminal act. 
Therefore, the 100% condom policy is useless in preventing 
new incidences of HIV. The solution here vis-a-vis sex work is 
fewer laws, not more laws. With decriminalization of sex work, 
sex workers would be more likely to carry condoms, as they 
would not live in fear of being arrested for doing so.

-Sarah Vella, EMPOWER

 A Day Out With the Community (cont. from page 1)

there had been some achievements including lifting of 
travel restrictions and recognition of same sex marriage. 
But to move on we need power to be reallocated, we need 
communities to own their own programs.

Tript Tandon from the Lawyers Collective in India addressed  
the zero legal reforms. She pointed out that the Asia Pacific 
region is particularly notorious for draconian drug policies. 
While other regions are looking at harm reduction programs 
, governments of the Asia pacific prefer to share statistics 
of how many people were arrested and committed to drug 
rehabilitation centres.  She also noted that sex work is being 
increasingly criminalized or regulated in our region either in 
the false name of anti-trafficking or in a copy cat trend of the 
Swedish model, of criminalizing the customers.

The community spent the rest of the day generating their 
own thoughts and ideas and ways forward on how to tackle 
these three zeros which will be combined into a statement 
to be presented during ICAAP.
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Thumbs up to the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians 
on Population and Development for Standing Up 

to Zero Political Will!

The Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and 
Development issued a press release on the heels of ICAAP11, 
emphasizing that parliamentarians must be fully engaged in 
promoting HIV eradication and prevention efforts. This is what 
the Community likes to hear! Below are some excerpts:

 “Parliamentarians need to be engaged in eliminating 
the discrimination that keeps at-risk people from accessing 
available HIV/AIDS services free from discrimination.
 
 “Parliamentarians need to be exercising their leadership 
role to ensure that financial resources and capacity are provided 
by governments and international agencies so as those 
most vulnerable can obtain the equal quality treatment that 
medicine and money can readily provide.
 
 “Parliamentarians need to be at the forefront of 
strengthening the political commitment for the comprehensive 
sexuality education for young people that leads to HIV/AIDS 
prevention.

The inspiring words of Deputy Director John Hyde of this 
leading parliamentarian advocacy group. The Community is 
looking forward to inspiring actions to follow!

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT 
THE GLOBAL FUND AND HOW YOU CAN 

ADVOCATE ON ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU?

Join us for one or both of our Global Fund Advocates Network 
satellite sessions!

“Global Fund Advocates Network: Why you should join us”: 
November 20, 10 am

“Placing Asia-Pacific advocacy issues on the table at the Global 
Fund”: 

November 20, 11 am

Both sessions are in Room 2 of the Asia Pacific Village
Or drop by our booth (no C9) in the Market Place!

“The Power of Diversity” Cultural Program
Throughout the Conference in the AP Village!

HIV/AIDS opened the door to acceptance of differences and 
challenged our belief in human supremacy. It has helped us 
realize that our human rights are just as important for healing 
as medicine. We have learned that without acknowledging 
culture there can be no cure.

HIV/AIDS has made our warrior drums of the past beat loudly 
in the spirit of solidarity. Our accents and identities, remind 
us about our differences. In this “one world” of global trading 
our songs have become the sound of diversity of the region 
and of world. Diversity presented in many colours and bodies 
with pride.

Don’t miss the diverse drums and drum troupes: 

At the Asia Pacific Cultural Stage
Tanoker Ledokombo, Indonesia on 20th Nov, 12.00 – 14.00 

Oto Gatari, Japan on 21st Nov, 12.00 – 14.00 

In front of the Bangkok Arts and Cultural Centre
Gong Bhuja, Nan, Thailand 20th Nov, 16.00 – 18.00
Dhuli Troupe, Bangladesh 21st Nov, 16.00 – 18.00 

Gong Sabat Chai, Chiang Mai, Thailand 21st Nov, 16.00 -18.00 


